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 A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
  
  By Dr. John Balis, President, AFGLC/IFGLC 
 
 

     Dear Members and Friends of AFGLC/IFGLC,  
 
     Dr. Bayzar Erkman-Balis, an Armenian-American and a dedicated co-worker 
of AFGLC, rested in peace last week in the Garden of Memories, next to the late 
Dr. Demetrios Halkias, a very dear friend of my family and a pillar during the 
creation and growth of our Foundation. Prior to her pending death she instructed 
me to establish a fund, under the overall oversight of a committee headed by our 
son Dr. Ulysses J. Balis, to support in perpetuity AFGLC educational activities. 
Her wishes will be fulfilled. 
 
     In spite of major setbacks including personal catastrophes involving families of 
AFGLC coworkers here at Tampa Bay and at the Tri-State Center, our Foundation 
continues to display a sustained vitality and growth. This is due primarily to its 
collective leadership here in United States as well as in Athens, Greece. The fol-
lowing represent significant recent accomplishments of AFGLC/IFGLC in 2008: 
 

1. Mr. George Behrakis has graciously accepted the title of Honorary AFGLC/
IFGLC President, and will be in attendance for the bestowal of this Title at 
the up-coming 2009 Forum/Conference. 

2. The evidence that AFGLC is increasingly recognized  as “An Educational 
Voice of Hellenism”; this is exemplified by the recent unanimous recommen-
dation of a select  committee panel - appointed by the Mayor of Athens, Mr. 
Nikitas Kaklamanis and presided by Dr. Vassilis Vitsaxis, Ambassador of 
Greece h.c. – to award the prestigious “City of Athens  Award 2008” to 
AFGLC for “the very valuable activities in the field of  promotion of the 
Greek cultural values”. 

3. The high quality and success of  major educational events, including  the 4th 
International Conference in Athens-Zappeion, 26-28 June, 2008, which fol-
lowed an equally successful educational event here at USF in March 7-8.  
Kudos to Dr. Manolis Bechrakis and his Planning Committee. 

4. The demonstrated excellence of the ICHS at the Richard Stockton College of 
New Jersey. Kudos to its Director Dr. Tom Papademetriou and to Dr. Peter 
Yannos, President of AFGLC Tri-State Center. 

5. The continued publication of meaningful AFGLC/IFGLC news via Newslet-
ters  and Bulletins. Many thanks to  The IFGLC/AFGLC Vice President and 
Editor, Dr. Byron Palls. (Incidentally, Dr. Palls published last year an inter-
esting and timely book, entitled “Cultural Portraits”. This book can be very 
useful to promote amicable interaction with people of different countries and 
cultures). 

6. The seamless sewing of  the gaping tear in coping with the Treasurer’s re-
sponsibilities, as well as the implementation of the Scholarship Activity in the 
Tampa Bay area, following the untimely departure of the Dr. Demetrios 
Halkias. Kudos to his daughter Ms. Kalliope Halkias, President of the 
AFGLC Tampa-Bay Center. 

7. The leadership in promoting sustained recruitment in our Foundation. Many 
thanks to Dr. Marios and Mrs. Ourania (tireless Secretary  (Cont’d on page. 2) 

����	���������	���������	���������	�����
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Tampa Bay Center Report  
Ms. Kalliope Halkias, President 

TAKE NOTE:   There will be an AFGLC General Assembly meeting together with the AFGLC              
  Executive Committee in the Papadi Room of Holy Trinity in Clearwater on  
             Thursday, February 12, 2009 from 7:00 pm to 9:-00 pm.  Please, plan to attend. 

The Tampa Bay Center sponsored its Second Annual Fall Dinner-Dance, a fund-raising event, on November 21, 2008 at 
the Rusty Pelican, an elegant waterfront restaurant on the Courtney Campbell Causeway.  
 
This was a beautiful and quite successful event with more than 110 guests in attendance. We received numerous compli-
ments for having chosen this venue for the second year in a row; from what we observed and the positive comments 
made, it is most gratifying to know that all who attended the dinner-dance had a wonderful time. Noteworthy also is the 
fact that we received several donations, for which we are grateful. Thanks to your sponsorship, we were able to invite and 
pay for several students from the University of South Florida to join us for fun and fellowship.  
 
The Tampa Bay Center continues to work on its membership drive and it’s encouraging to see new members joining the 
AFGLC Family. Please remember to renew your membership for 2008-2009 (see p. 10 for membership form).  
 
The Center is looking forward to assisting with the 2009 Educational Forum/Conference (see p. 7 for details).  
On behalf of the Tampa Bay Center we wish you and your families a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 2009! 

The President’s Message (Cont’d from page 1) 

of AFGLC) Stephanides; and Dr. Bill Yotis. 
8. Finally, I should report, in spite of the appearance of 

being self-serving, that Kudos are due to my son Dr. 
Ulysses J. Balis, Director of AFGLC/IFGLC Website, 
for his important work to create and  continuously up-
grade the AFGLC website, as well as for his valiant 
effort to establish  an AFGLC Presence at the Univer-
sity of Michigan. His mother, the late Dr. Bayzar Erk-
man-Balis and I are very proud of him. 
 

I urge you all to participate in the forthcoming AFGLC 
Annual Educational Forum/Conference, February 27-28,   

 
2009. The best is yet to come! Thank you. 
 
With warmest regards. 

 
 
 
 

 

John U. Balis, M.D. 
President of  AFGLC/IFGLC 
813-962-0708 
Jbalis1@tampabay.rr.com  
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Athens Center Report 
Prof. Manolis Bechrakis, President 
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The IFGLC Athens Center held a most successful International Conference this past summer. 
What follows is the Center’s press release of this important intellectual event 
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                                        University of South Florida  
                                           Dr. James Strange, Director 

Recent academic activities of those who hold AFGLC-created professorships at USF: 

     >Dr. Michael Decker, the Maroulis Professor of Byzan-
tine History and Orthodox Religion, has completed one 
research trip to Tunisia in 2006 examining Towers, Ref-
uges and Farms in the Late Roman East.  In 2007 he en-
gaged in an archaeological surface survey for Byzantine 
agricultural practices and localities in Turkey. He has pub-
lished “Production, Manufacture and Technology Agricul-
ture and Agricultural Technology” in The Oxford Hand-
book of Byzantine Studies, edited by Elizabeth Jeffreys, 
John Haldon, and Robin Cormack (2008). He has edited 
Tilling the Hateful Earth: Agricultural Production and 
Trade in the Late Antique East (Oxford: Oxford U. Press, 
scheduled to appear in 2009).   He researches agricultural 
economy and society of the late antique Levant, including 
Byzantium and Islam.  He has participated in the Oxford 
Archaeological Survey of Anderin, Syria. 
 
     >Dr. Ippokratis Kantzios, the Kourmolis Professor of 
Greek Language and Literature, presented a paper at the 
Fifth Annual Interdisciplinary and Multicultural Confer-
ence on Food Representation in Literature, Film and the 
Other Arts in February of 2008. The paper was entitled 
“Ithaca’s Wine and the Return of Odysseus”.  He attended 
the Conference of American Ancient Historians in April of 
2008.  Dr. Kantzios presented a paper, “’New’ Pan in 
Menander’s Dyskolos,” at the Annual Meeting of the Clas-
sical Association of Middle West and South, April of 
2008. 
 
     >Dr. William M. Murray, the Stathis Professor of 
Greek History, has attended the Association of Ancient 
Historians conference in 2007, the Archaeological Institute 
of America conference in February of 2008, and made an 
extended research trip to Greece the summer of 2008. He 
is deeply involved with the Annual meeting for the Asso-
ciation of Ancient Historians conference scheduled to be 
held at USF at the same time as the AFGLC-ICHS Forum 
in 2009. Dr. Murray researches ancient Naval and Military 
Technologies. He has contributed the following articles to 
the Cambridge Dictionary of Classical Civilization, 2006: 
navies, Roman; navigation; ships and shipbuilding; and 
triremes.  He has also contributed to the Oxford Encyclo-
pedia of Maritime History, 2007: Ancient Navies;  Over-    

AFGLC ON THE MOVE 
 

Our Foundation has been working quietly to establish an AFGLC presence on a number of US campuses. Several persons 
deserve special recognition for their exceptionally strong efforts to bring this goal to fruition: Dr. Kimon Valavanis 
(University of Denver); Dr. Ulysses Balis and Dr. Vassilis Lambropoulos (University of Michigan); Mr. Nicolas Karakas 
and Dr. Diane Touliatos (University of Missouri, St. Louis); and Mr. Peter Tsandes and Dr. Stella Tsirka (Stony Brook Uni-
versity of New York). The Foundation is fortunate to count these persons among its own! After a hiatus of a few years, 
AFGLC is moving forward again. More information on these ventures will be forthcoming, as each one becomes a reality. 

AFGLC’s ICHS 
(Interdisciplinary Centers for Hellenic Studies) 

view and the Ancient Navies of Rome, Hellenistic states; 
Carthage, and Phoenicia. 
    >Dr. Joanne Waugh, the AFGLC Professor of Greek Cul-
ture, has published with David Garrison “Paideia before 
Plato: The Sophia of Xenophanes,” in Paideia in a Global 
Era, Konstantine Boudouris and Kostas Kalimtzis, eds. 
(Athens: Ionia Publications (2008). In addition she has pub-
lished with Roger Ariew, “On the History of Philosophy 
and the Philosophy of Science,” in the Routledge Compan-
ion to the Philosophy of Science, Martin Curd and Stathis 
Psillos, eds. (Routledge, 2008).  She has submitted for pub-
lication with Jennifer Ingle “The End of Feminist Aesthet-
ics,” in Feminism and Aesthetics, Ryan Musgrave, ed. 
(Kluwer), which is forthcoming. Her work in progress is on 
The Platonic Dialogue as Paideia.  
     In 2007 Dr. Waugh was particularly active presenting 
papers. She read a paper entitled “Philosophy: The Very 
Idea,” at the Society for Ancient Greek Philosophy, Ford-
ham University Lincoln Center, New York, New York, Oc-
tober 20, 2007.  Also in November of 2007 she read her 
paper entitled “Philosophy: The Very Idea” for a conference 
on Philosophy and Its History at the University of South 
Florida. In Greece, on July 20, 2007 she presented a paper 
co-authored with David Garrison, “Paideia before Philoso-
phy: The Sophia of Xenophanes”; this was read at the meet-
ing of the International Society for Greek Philosophy, 
Samos Island. On April 18, 2007 she read a paper at the 
meeting of the International Society for Intellectual History 
in London. The title was “Philosophia and Histori� : Intel-
lectual History and the History of Philosophy”.  Finally on 
March 2, 2007 she read a paper entitled “Metaphors of Na-
ture and the Nature of Metaphor: Lessons from the An-
cients,” at the meeting for Science in Humanities–
Humanities in Science. On March 21, 2008 she read a paper 
at the Annual Meeting of the Society for Analytical Femi-
nism with the American Philosophical Association, Pasa-
dena, California, entitled “The End of Feminist Aesthet-
ics?” 
     Dr. Waugh has a forthcoming presentation scheduled for 
April 23-25, 2009 for the Society for Ancient Philosophy, 
Baltimore, MD.  The paper is on “Reading, Writing, and 
Doing Philosophy:  The Platonic Dialogue Revisited”.  This 
paper is the keynote address for that conference. 
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TRISTATE REPORT 
Dr. Peter Yiannos, President 

 

Here are a few items worthy of note in our Tri-State AFGLC Center in the past few months:             
 

 
    

                                         
                                                                  

    REFLECTIONS        ������������������������������������������������������������                         ���������    ��������������������������������������������������� �����

�               HAPPY NEW YEAR!                                                   '+)+�"�%'82  �9.8"� !   
  
TO ALL THAT MADE IT HAPPEN ��"  �+).+�  �.+  :'�49"��8   IN THE SPONSORSHIP, THE 
CREATION AND CONTINUING SUCCESSFUL OPERATION OF THE HELLENIC CENTER AT THE 
STOCKTON COLLEGE  OF NEW JERSEY AND THE ODYSSEY CHARTER SCHOOL OF DELAWARE 
;  Two Superb Accomplishments in Hellenic Education with Potential Longevity that Deserve to be Replicated 
in Many Communities Across the USA.  Why Not? <  

  
Investments in education are not sensitive to Market conditions.  Let us imagine for a moment if we had in-
vested in Hellenic Education only a small portion of what we all lost in the current financial crisis ! 
   

Ad In The Hellenic News of America paid by Peter & Stella Yiannos for American Foundation of Greek Language & Culture - 302-475-7607 
                                                            (Cont’d on p. 6) 

 *The Board of Directors concentrated on 
generating the funds towards the support of the 
Stockton Inter-Disciplinary Center for Hellenic 
Studies (ICHS). Thanks to the generosity of a few 
board members and a couple supporters of the 
Stockton Hellenic program, we were able to ex-
press our support to the Stockton ICHS with a 
check of $10,000.00. The presentation was made 
to the Development Officer of the Stockton Col-
lege on October 26, 2008, at the Sofia Restaurant 
at Margate, NJ. There, the Hellenic Friends for 
Stockton (HFS) organization had a fundraiser din-
ner event in support of the ICHS as well. This, by 
design, coincided with St. Demetrios and OXI Day 
of celebration and was attended by over 100 peo-
ple. The program included very impressive pres-
entations in Greek by students of the College. Ob-
viously, our Rev. Dr. Demetrios Constantelos 
celebrated his name day and everyone there 
wished him well. 
 *The recent disastrous riots in Greece by 
some “students” (using the word student loosely), 
brings further into focus the need for rediscover-
ing Greek Classics across the Globe. One wonders 
whatever happened to Socrates’ virtue ����  
������	
 . ��  ����  �	  "«�����
  ��  ���  �����
  ���  
���  �����  ��	�����  �������  ��������	�  �  
�����
  ����  ���  ��������	�  ���   �������	�  ���  ��   

 

����	��  �	���  ���  ����  ��	�
  ���  ��� ’ ������	�
  
�	�
  �	��  �	��� »; I suppose the last phrase, «�	�
  
�	��  �	���� » / capable of thinking, says it all!  
   *Has the world forgotten that without vir-
tues, no nation can achieve civilization status, and if 
a civilized nation loses the word virtue from its vo-
cabulary and its behavior, that nation is doomed to 
oblivion? The key Greek words here are 
���	�������
  (love of prudence) and ���	������  
(love of learning), which are essential to ethos de-
velopment and come from true Hellenic paedeia. 
The tree of Hellenic wisdom below indicates the 
key components for developing ethos or character. 
Our educational system and family structure have 
changed to the point that we seem to ignore the fun-
damental principles that our unsurpassed ancestors 
and their cultural descendants, the creators of Ren-
aissance for the West, envisioned for life and on 
which they based their thinking and actions to raise 
us from darkness and bring us to the age of reason.   
 *We reproduce here a year-end advertise-
ment in The Hellenic News of America, which 
highlights two key accomplishments in our Tri-
State area and the corresponding organizations that 
sponsored them. The ad emphasizes what can be 
accomplished and we hope that this will be catching 
and that will spread across the USA.   
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Tri-State Report (Cont’d from p. 5) 

 

 THE WILMINGTON COMMUNITY MOURNS ( �	
�	� ) HEAVILY! 
 

Thalia Vassilatos Warnement, � ge 41, of Arlington, VA, died January 13, 2009, surrounded by  her fam-
ily at home after a ten-month battle against leukemia. 
       
Thalia, a patent lawyer and partner in the law firm Finnegan Henderson Farabow Garrett & Dunner LLP, 
was born in Wilmington, DE and graduated from Concord High School in 1985. She graduated from the 

University of Virginia in 1989 and completed a law degree at the College of William and Mary Marshall-Wythe 
School of Law in 1993. Despite her rigorous work demands she was an active volunteer at her children's schools and 
with Girl Scouts. Thalia was a member of St. Sophia Greek Orthodox Cathedral of Washington, DC. 
 

Survivors include her husband, Robert; daughter, Sophia(10) and son Nicholas(7); brother Peter Vassilatos and sister-in-
law, Julie Vassilatos of Chicago; and parents, George and Yvonne Vassilatos of Wilmington, DE. (Assistant Director of 
the AFGLC Tri-State Center). 
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     This year’s Forum/Conference on “Hellenism and the 
University” will focus on the preservation and promotion of 
Hellenic Studies in American Universities, and will be held 
on the campus of the University of South Florida (USF), 
Tampa, Florida.  
     The Forum/Conference is being organized by the Ameri-
can Foundation for Greek Language and Culture (AFGLC) 
in partnership with the two Interdisciplinary Centers for 
Hellenic Studies (ICHS) it has established, one at USF and 
the other at the Richard Stockton College of NJ (RSCNJ).  
    The Forum/Conference aims at bringing together aca-
demics, scholars, and interested individuals, who will ...  
… explore ways to include Hellenic studies in the academic 
curricula of colleges and universities;  
… organize a workshop on the creation, operation and  
funding of AFGLC chapters with  ICHS in academic insti-
tutions; and  
…  present scholarly papers. 
THEMES: 
     Some of the themes of the papers and panel discussions 
of the Forum/Conference will be:  
> Hellenic Culture in Promoting  Interdisciplinary Ap-
proaches to the Origins of Science, Philosophy and Hu-
manities;  
> Modern Age Relevance of Educational Models from An-
cient Greece and Byzantium;  
> Exposure of students to Greek language and culture, in  
preparation for future ICHS Programs.  
SPECIAL LECTURES 
  Two important lectures will be the highlight of this event: 
· The Annual AFGLC-ICHS Lecture on Hellenism, that  

ANNOUNCING  
the 14th  ANNUAL AFGLC  FORUM/CONFERENCE 

27-28 February, 2009 
University of South Florida, Tampa, Florida 

will be delivered by Dr. John P. Anton, a well-known    
USF professor of philosophy. His topic will be: “The           

       Challenge of Hellenism in Our Times;” and 
· The Keynote Address of the Forum/Conference, that 

will be delivered during the Friday evening traditional 
reception--which will take place at the Embassy Suites 
Hotel on Fowler Avenue, near the USF campus; it will 
be delivered by the Rev. Dr. Stanley Harakas, and his 
topic will be “Hellenism and Orthodox Christianity.”  

SPECIAL HONOR 
     During the Friday reception, Dr. John Balis will have the 
distinct pleasure of bestowing upon a great Hellene and one 
of our benefactors, Mr. George Behrakis, the title of Honor-
ary President of IFGLC/AFGLC in recognition of his stead-
fast support of the noble mission of our Foundation. 
      Several workshops and round table discussions have 
been planned in order to review the “Creation, Operation and 
Funding of AFGLC Chapters with ICHS in Academic Insti-
tutions,” in an attempt to incorporate the ideas, conclusions 
and  recommendations of several groups in order to produce 
a guide/blueprint to be followed when establishing Hellenic 
Centers in institutions of higher learning. Rounding off the 
Forum/Conference will be student papers, posters, and Greek 
Dances. 
   The Conference proceedings will be available electroni-
cally on the AFGLC web site. Conference participants will 
receive a CD-ROM with all the Conference papers. 
   For more information about the Conference feel free to 
contact the USF ICHS Office (813-974-4450) or send an 
email to Dr. James F. Strange, strange@cas.usf.edu, with 
copy to Dr. John U. Balis, jbalis1@tampabay.rr.com  

Underwritten by the philanthropists and AFGLC Benefactors Margo and George D. Behrakis  

WEBSITE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
Dr. Ulysses J. Balis 

 

As the foundation approaches the significant milestone of its first decade of service to the numerous communities, where it 
works in partnership with both Philhellenes and academia (recognizing, of course, that the true underpinnings of the founda-
tion go as far back as 1992 or earlier), there emerges a remarkable legacy of written documents, transcripts of presentations, 
photographs and yes, even video footage of a number of noteworthy events.  Perhaps exceeding 7300 in number, and count-
ing, these documents represent not only the legacy and prior accomplishments of the Foundation, but a valuable edifice of 
information that is of immediate interest to scholars, members of the Foundation, and the general public alike. 
     
One of the strategic plans for website development, announced at the IFGLC/AFGLC forum in Athens, Greece last year,  
has been the provisioning for modern archival and file presentation services on our website, such that this valuable and 
growing compendium of documentation can be collated, indexed and made available for all, via a new, expanded archives 
section on the AFGLC/IFGLC Website.  Towards this goal, over the prior seven months, the necessary infrastructure and 
database expansions have been added to the underpinnings of the website, with our anticipation for being able to showcase 
this new, greatly expanded content and functionality at the 2009 AFGLC Forum in Tampa, Florida. 
      
Towards the goal of making the archive as complete and meaningful as possible, I encourage any of you reading this to look 
into your own personal archives for photos, meaningful and germane correspondence and other salient documents, that per-
tain to the legacy and evolution of the AFGLC/IFGLC, and forward these documents to the archival team, electronically, at 
archivist@afglc.org.  Content received before February 20 should be ready by the time of the Forum, for availability on the 
Website, and all outside content received will be credited with the name and supporting description provided by the . 
                                     (Cont’d on p. 10) 
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���	������  ���  �������  ����� , �	  ��!�	  ���� ��  ��  
�,����  ���  ���	�	��  ���  ��$���� , �  �������� �  ��	  
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> .  �	�����	�
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���	�	���� , USF, 2�� , John Anton, ���	��  ��  ����� �  
���  ����������  ��	  ���  !��	�	��	���  
����  ���  �!������  
'������  ��  �!�	�  ���	$  ���  ������  ��	  ��  /� ������	  
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!�	  ��  ��������  �	�  
���$��	�  ���  �	�  ��  ����,
�����  �����  !��	�������  
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������� . ����  ����  ���  �!���  ��  � ��	  �� �  ���  
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���	��� , ��  ��	����  
����� , �����  ������  ������
�����  ����  !��	�	����  ��	  
���  «����� » ���  /������  ���  !��	��� . �$����  ��  �	�  
����������  ���  �!���  ��� . �����  ���  !�������  
�	�������  � !�  � ��	  �  �	����	��  �����	����	��  ��$����  
���  �����	-��  ���� : �	����
 , �	�����+  ���  �	�������
  ��	�  
!�	� ���  ��������	�
�  ���,
�  ��	  ��,$���	�  ���� , ��  
!��$�����  �*	�!� ���  ���  ��� ���	��  ����,����	���  
���� ��  �!�  ���  ����	�� , ��  ����	��  ��	  ��  ������	��  
������ . 7�,���  � ����	  ����  ����  ���  !�� ��  �!�  ���  
���	�����  
��  ������ , ��	  	�	� ����  ��	�  �
��  !�������	�  
!��  
�	  ��  ���	����! ��	  �  ��������  '���!� �� . 
'����$��	  �  ����!�1��  !��	��	�����  (European citizens-
hip) ��  �
��  ��  ���  ���	��  ��������� , ��	  !���� ����	  ��  
����  ��  ����
��  ���  !����!���  ���������� . 
'!���*��$-���	 , �
��� , ��  �,��  ��	  ��  ����  ���  !��	�	���  
����  !����	��  ���  �*$�����  ��  �! ������  ��  � ����  �	�  

��  �
�  !��	�	��  !��	�	��� . 
> .  (	$����  ��-$-�� , ���������  ���  �����	���  
6	����� ��  ���  ��	������� ��  ����!	���� �� , 
���	!�������  ���  �
�����  '����	���  (������  
�!���,��	��  ��  ����� �  ���  !�����  ��,$�	���  ���  ����  
“ ��	��� �  ���  ���	��� ”  �!�  ���  ��	����
�� , ��  !
�����  
�!�  ���  �	�
����  ��	  ���  ������� ��  �
�	  ��  
�������,���  ���  ����  �!�  ����  Hobbes, Locke, Hegel, 
Marx  ���  ���,�  !��  
�	  ������ . 
> .  (	$����  ��!������� , .���	���  ���������  ���  
8�������	���  6	����� ��  ���  ����!	���� ��  ������ , 
�
���  '��	���  9��	������!�	���  ���/��� ��  ��
����  ��  
!�	��	��  
���  ���  �	���	����  ��	  ��  �
��  ���  ��  ���  
��� �  ������� � . 
 
 ���  �
���  ���  ��������  ��
���  ���  ������ ��  � �  
�*�	���	��  ���	�,
���  �  ���������  ��$!�-�  ��  �
��  
«���	�	�� : '!$������  �  !��������  ��	  !������� . )��!�	  
�������  �	�����  �*	��$��� : ������	�$  �  ��	� �  
0�,��
��	� , ���� ��  (�!�������	������ ) ��	  �	�,���$ » 
�!��  !����  �
���  �	  �����	���$,�	 : ����$�	��  
��!�����!����� ,  �������  ?������ , 8 ���  :��$���  ��	   
(	$����  )�	$����  ��  ������	���  ���  ��������  (	����  
������	���� , � . �������  ����� ��  ����!	���� ��  ��	  � . 
+!����� . )�  ���!��$�����  ���  ��-������  ����  ��	  �  
�� ��  !��  !�����	  ��  �������  ��	  �,��$  ��� ��  ���  
�*	�!	�� �  ���� , ���  ���	!����!���	�����$  ����  ��	  ��   
�	�,���$ . )�� �����  ��	  ��  �����	�$  �������  �!�������  

��  �
�  � ���  ,������	���� . ����$����  
��	  �  !�����  
�������������  ����  ��	  �  ����������  ���  �����	�������  
���  /�������� . )
���  �!������ �����  �  ��$���  ��  
�!��������	���  �  �������� �  ���  !$��  ��  /$��	�  !��  ��  
� ����  ���$��  /$���  ����  ��	��� �  ���  ���	��� . .  
��������  ���  �	������  "��������  �	�  ���  '����	��  
(�����  ��	  ���  ���	�	��� - '����	��  �
����  ��������� -  
     (Cont’d on p. 9) 



� . %������  %!��$���  ���	��  ��	  !�
!�	  ��  ����  
����������  ��	  ������	������  !��	������  ���  0�,��  ���  
!�� ��  !
���  ���  ������	���  ����0 �� . 
 
 )��  )� ��  ��
��  ���  ������ ��  � ����� :  
> .  Prof. Christos Evangeliou, ���������  '����	���  
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������	��  
���  ���  �����  �	�  ���  ��$��	*�  ��	  
�������,�  ���  ���	����	���  �����$���   !��  �!�����  
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������������  ��	���	�� , �!��  ��� . 
 ����������  ���������  )�$!�-�  ��  �
�� : 
«'�!� �����  ��	  �	�������  ���  '����	���  ����������  
����  .���
��	� ». 
> .  Dr. Tom Papademetriou, ��������� , �	��������  ���  
�	�!	������	���  �
�����  '����	���  �!����� , Richard 
Stockton College, New Jersey, Pamona !����� ���  ���  �  
��!�	� �  ���  �	�!	������	���  �
�����  �	�  �	�  '����	�
�  
�!���
�  ���  Richard Stockton College of New Jersey. 
> .  Rev. Dr. Demetrios J. Constantelos, �	�����	�
���  
'! �	���  ��������� , Stockton College ���	��  ��  ����� �  
��  �!$����  �������1�
�  7����  �  �	�����	�$  
!����$�����  '����	���  �!����� . 
> 2  Ms Kalliope Halkias, �������� , IFGLC, Tampa 
���,
�����  ���  
���  ���  !��
��  ���   ��������  ������	��  
����	$  �  �!� ��  �
��  ���  ���� ��  �	��
*���  ���  
!���
��	-�  ��  �����  ���  AFGLC ��  ! ���  ��	  � �����  
������� .  
> )
��� , �  Dr. Ulysses Balis, ���������  ����!	���� ��  
Michigan, Ann Arbor ��
����  ����  ���!���  !��������  
���  ��!� ������  �	�  ���  '����	���  �	�  �
��  ���  
�	��	�����  ��	  �!���$��	��  ��  ���$��  �* �  �����  ���  
���	������� . 
  

��� ������  �	�  ����� ��  ���  4��  �	������  ������ ��  �  
���������  %������  %!��$��� , ��������  �"'(� -
'����	��  �
���� , 
����  �	�  ��� : ��  �!$�*���  ����	��
�  

���  ����  �!���� ��  
����  ���  �	$�����  ���  �����	���  
�������  ��	  ���  �����	���  !��	�	����  ��  ���  ���  ����� . 
 ����������  �����	��  !��$�����  �!�  ,�	���
�  ��	  
�
��  ���  �'�  ���  Stockton College, 2��  ���  ����	�  
����!	����	�  ������  ����  ��$�� . 
 )�  ���
��	�  ����  �!�  ���  �	� ��  ���  +!����� �� , 
.	����� ��  ��	  .	�����	��� , '*����	���  ��	  '��	���  
��	�� ��  ��	  ��������$���  ��	  !�������!�	�����  ��  ���  
�	�����	��  �!�����	*�  ���  +!����� ��  '*����	���  ��	  ���  
+!����� ��  .	����� ��  ��	  .	�����	��� , ��  ���  ����  
���� �  ���  ALPHA BANK, ���  �!�����	*�  ���  PISCINES 
IDEAL ��	  6�9%':  ��	  ��  �������� �  ���  ' .5 .' .� . ��	  
���  �!	�
��	�  ���  iForce '!	��	��� ��  �' . 
 (	�  !��	��������  !����,�� ��  !����������  
�!������� ��  ����  � . ?$-���  2�
����  ��� .: 210.339.2500-4  
or: office@iForce.gr; Link: www.iforce.gr, www.afglc.org , 
http://www.l100.org/ 
  
Below: Two scenes from the Athens International Conference 
which was held in the majestic Zappeion Palace.        
 

Page 9 Athens Report (cont’d from p. 8)  

The honorees of the Athens Conference: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From left: Athens Center President Prof. M. Bechrakis, ex-Prime 
Minister of Greece J. Grivas, Onasis Foundation representative P. 
Ioannides, Athens Academy Prof. K. Despotopoulos, Onasis Foun-
dation Vice President I. Ioannides, USF distinguished professor 
Dr. J. Anton, and His Grace Bishop Meliton of Marathon. 
 
A!�  a�	����$ : �  ��������  ���  �	������  "��������  �	�  ���  
'����	��  (�����  ��	  ���  ���	�	���  ���������  � . %������  
%!��$��� , �  � . �����!������  � . "�$����  (� /�� , �  � . ������  
"���� ��� , '! �	���  ���	!�������  ��	��,�����  "��������  
«��
*������  4�$��� », �  �������1���  ���������  � . 
�������� ���  ���!���!����� , �  � . "�$����  "���� ��� , 
���	!�������  ��	��,�����  "��������  «��
*������  4�$��� », .  
John Anton �	�����	�
���  ���������  '����	���  6	����, ��  ��	  
���	�	���� , ����!	����	�  South Florida, Tampa, 2��  ��	  �  
���,	�
������  '! ���!��  %��������  � . %�� ��� . 
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PLEASE RENEW YOUR 2009 MEMBERSHIP! 

          (see last page for information and form). 

The AFGLC / DR. DEMETRIOS G. HALKIAS  
SCHOLARSHIP  

 
On December 21, 2008, AFGLC was excited to present three 
$1500.00 scholarships to deserving students. The scholarship 
committee was very challenged by the five applications re-
ceived and the top three candidates were selected and 
awarded scholarships. The recipients are: Mr. Charlie Ham-
bos, a junior at the University of Tampa majoring in Psy-
chology, Ms. Evangelia Nezis, a Senior at the University of 
South Florida majoring in Health Sciences and pursuing a 
career in Optometry, and Ms. Deborah Doucas, a Senior at 
the University of South Florida studying law who has just 
been accepted to Stetson Law School. We are very proud of 
all the applicants and we are excited to be able to provide 
three scholarships this year in memory of Dr. Halkias, to 
continue his legacy. We know that Dr. Halkias would be 
very proud of their accomplishments. 
 
The Halkias Family sincerely appreciates the numerous do-
nations that were made this past year to this scholarship in 
honor of Dr. Halkias—that made possible the award of a 
third scholarship. 

         (Photographs of the three awarders may be seen on p. 11) 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO  
ESTABLISH YOUR OWN SCHOLARSHIP? 

 

An amount of $50,000 would suffice to fund an annual 
scholarship. If placed in a CD or a similar account at a 3
-5% interest, it would yield $1,500-2,500 annually, 
enough for one or  even two scholarships (your deci-
sion). Since the principal would never be touched and 
only the interest would be awarded in scholarships an-
nually, your scholarship fund would keep on helping 
deserving students year after year, in perpetuity.   
Each scholarship is named after the donor, i.e.:  
The AFGLC/John Papadopoulos Scholarship. The name 
of the donor is also added to our benefactors’ list for all 
to see. What a noble act indeed! 
 

If you (or someone you know) would like to explore this 
possibility, please let us know; we’ll help write the cri-
teria for the scholarship and set it up, making it a reality 
for you and your family.  

SCHOLARSHIP ACTIVITY IN THE TAMPA BAY AREA 

The AFGLC / PETER & SOPHIA KOUMOLIS 
SCHOLARSHIP 

 
In January 2009 “Ten” $1000.00 scholarships will be 
awarded to deserving students from various Tampa Bay 
communities as well as from communities in the Akron 
and Canton Ohio area. Numerous Scholarship commit-
tees have been established to help in the selection proc-
ess  for the awards. The various Church committees 
were notified back in October to begin advertising for 
the Kourmolis Scholarship. The monies for the Scholar-
ship were received in September 2007 and have been 
invested. The interest accrued will be used for the 
Scholarships. This Scholarship will remain in Perpetuity 
in honor of the late benefactor, Mr. Peter Kourmolis 
who believed in the mission of AFGLC. We will keep 
you posted on the awardees at a later date.  

Those who become members of AFGLC 
are given a pin as a symbol of their mem-
bership. The initials of our Foundation in 
English (AFGLC) appear at the top part of 
the pin, and their corresponding Greek 

letters (�"'(� ) at the bottom. The scene is representative of 
our efforts to preserve and promote Hellenism abroad.  
 
This AFGLC emblem is a depiction on a cup, dating from 
the beginning of the 5th century B.C., which was found in 
Vulci, Tuscany. Today it belongs to the British Museum. 
The scene shows a teacher as he is unfolding a parchment 
scroll on which epic poetry has been written. 
 
)�  
�/����  ���  ����	���	���  "��������  �	�  ���  '����	��  
(�����  ��	  ���  ���	�	���  (�"'(� ) � ��	  �	�  !��$�����  
�!�  
��  ��!����  ���  ����  ���  5��  �	���  ! .� . !��  
/�
����  ���  Vulci ���  )����� ��  ��	  ������  �����	  ���  
5�����	��  %���� � . 2  �����  �� ��	  
��  �$�����  ��  
*��	!����	  �	�  !��������  ����  �!� �  � ��	  �����
��  �!	��  
!� ��� . 

     STOCKTON COLLEGE � VENT:  
Mark your calendars: March 21, 2009.  
 

     The Friends of Hellenic Studies at Stockton College 
invite you to celebrate Greek Independence Day  with  a 
live theater performance: “The Memoirs of General 
Makriyiannis,” featuring the well-known Yiannis Si-
monides (back by popular demand).  The performance, 
to be held at 4:00 pm on Saturday,  March 21, 2009 in 
the Alton Auditorium, will be followed by dinner and 
entertainment. 
       Tickets: Adults - $35; students - $15; 12 years of 
age and under - free. 
       For information, please contact Dawn Kanaan: tele-
p h o n e ,  6 0 9 . 6 5 2 . 4 8 3 0 ,  o r  e m a i l , 
dawn.kanaan@stockton.edu. The proceeds will benefit 
the Scholarships of the Friends of Hellenic Studies.  

Website Director’s Report (Cont’ from p. 7)   
 
submitting individual, with this additional information fur-
ther augmenting to the provenance of all documents to be 
maintained in our archives. 
 
In summary, just as the Greek Historian, Thucydides, set the 
standard for rigor in the collection and analysis of historical 
documentation, we should similarly emulate his directives in 
the stewardship of our own meaningful and growing legacy 
of contributions to society in general and Hellenic higher 
education as our predicate exemplar. 



                
         THE AFGLC / DR. DEMETRIOS G. HALKIAS SCHOLARSHIP                                                                  

 “Give a chance to today’s students to become tomorrow’s leaders” 
 
Two scholarships will be given annually to two graduate or undergraduate students majoring in the sciences  or enrolled in 
a pre-medical program of study.  To be considered, applicants or their parents must be Orthodox Christians and must submit 
their application and transcripts of their academic work by August 30, 2009.  The scholarships will be awarded at the exclu-
sive discretion of the Scholarship Committee. 
 
 The Scholarship Committee’s evaluation of all applications will be based on the following:     
               

1. Course work during the semester prior to the Application. 
2. Complexity of courses taken. 
3. Grade point average, for the course work completed and overall. 
4. Time spent outside the classroom, working to pay for own expenses. 
5. Membership and time spent in school-related organizations. 
6. Volunteer work in school or church activities. 
7. Commitment to and participation in church organizations. 
Proof of financial need (if appropriate).  
             (cut) 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
              
     APPLICATION 
 
 1. Name:   ____________________     ________________    ___________________________________________ 
                                 (first)                               (middle)                                         (last)  
 2. Address:  __________________________________________________________________________________ 
                            (no/street)                                   (city)                  (state)                     (zip code) 
 3.  Telephones/Email: ______________________ ;  ___ ___________________; ___________________________ 
    (home)   (work)            (e-mail) 
 4.  Date of Birth: ____________________________________ ;  Year graduated from High School: ____________ 
 
 5.  Parents’ Full names: _____________________________________: ___________________________________ 
                (father’s )     (mother’s) 
 6.  Are you being considered for a similar scholarship at another institution?          Yes ______    No ______. 
 
 7.  Is this the first time you are applying for the AFGLC/Dr. D. Halkias Scholarship? Yes ______    No _________. 
 
Please, attach:  
 
· Official transcripts of your academic work from HS and college/university. 
· A letter of recommendation from your parish priest. 

· A letter of character reference from a competent authority. 

· A paragraph in which you explain why you should be awarded the scholarship. 
             (cut) 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Mail the complete application to: AFGLC / DR. HALKIAS’ SCHOLARSHIP / 10413 Butia Place, Tampa, FL 33618-4117 
       
  
 The 2008 awardees were: 
 
 > Charlie Hambos (St. John’s) 
 > Deborah Doucas (St. John’s)  
 > Evangelia Nezis (Holy Trinity)  

                  
                    

         (Note: The Selection Committee is composed of Ms. Kalliope Halkias, Dr. Marios Stephanides, and Dr. Byron P. Palls). 
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L to R: Evangelia, Charlie, and Deborah        The awardees w/Mrs. Halkias and Kalliope.                     
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Dear Members and Friends of IFGLC/AFGLC, 
           
The mission of our Foundation is to preserve and promote Hellenism, our Language and Culture, through universities and 
institutions of higher education in the United States and elsewhere in the world.  As is the case with all non-profit organiza-
tions, we depend totally on the contributions of those who share our dream to carry out our noble mission; we also conduct 
fund-raising activities and membership drives.  While membership dues are only a small percentage of the funds needed to 
support IFGLC/AFGLC, they are significant, not only because they help defray some expenses, but because they are a tan-
gible act of support for our Foundation’s aspirations as well as an encouragement to all those who donate countless hours of 
their time to ensure that it remains an influential instrument in the service of Hellenism.  Won’t you please renew your 
membership today?  If you have not been a member, won’t you consider joining hands with us and helping us achieve this 
goal?  
The annual membership donation is $50 and it is tax-deductible.  All donors get: 

1. An elegant organizational lapel pin depicting the logo of the Foundation; 
2. a semi-annual Newsletter with reports on significant AFGLC/IFGLC events; and  
3. frequent Bulletins with information on upcoming social and cultural activities. 
      __________ 
 
)�  �	���
�  / ����	���	��  &�����  �	�  ���  '����	��  (�����  ��	  ���  ���	�	���  
�	  ���!�  ���  �	$����  ��	  !�������  ���  
'����	���� , ���  �����	���  �������  ��	  !�	�� �� , �
��  ���  ����!	���� �� . >���  �	  �������
�  ��! !����  �!�  ��  ,���  
�	���������  (tax-deductible). 2  ����	�  ��������  ����$�  � ��	  $50, ��	  �	  ���������
�  ���/$���� : 
1. ��	�$ , 
��  
�/����  ��  ��  ����  ���  "�������� . 
2. '��  �*����	� �  ���� �  ��  $����  !$��  ��  ������	�$  �
�  ���  "�������� . 
3. ���
�  �����	����	�  �	�  �������	�
�  ��	���	�
�  ��	  !��	�	��	�
�  ��������	� . 
      __________ 
 
Please, cut out the form below and send it, together with your check for $50 (payable to “AFGLC, Inc.”) to: 
���  !���������  ��  ��	������  �	�  !���!$��	$  ���  ��
�������  !����!	��  �  �������	��  �!	����  ���  �	�  $50, ��� : 
    AFGLC, 10413 Butia Place, Tampa, FL 33618-4117 
 _ _ _ _ _ _  _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   

                              (cut) 

    MEMBERSHIP DONATION FORM   
              '8)+�.   �+8�9.%2�   %'?48  
NAME / .8.%� :  ________________________________________________________________________ 

   
ADDRESS / �"'+�+8�2 : _________________________________________________________________ 

   

PHONE / )2?'648. :  (______) _____________________; E-MAIL: ______________________________ 
 

_ _ _ _ _ _  _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
                          (cut) 

MEMBERSHIP 

    Cultural Portraits is a valuable resource for those who 
work with persons from other cultures. It examines 72 coun-
tries and addresses: foreign names, body language, caveats, 
gender roles, dates/numbers, diet,  and national traits. A few 
comments made by readers: 
 

“A unique and fascinating resource book that provides insight into 
the cultural nuances of our neighbors far and wide. It will be a tre-
mendous asset to a wide range of professions” (Barbara Frankel, 
Woodbridge, CT). "This book is an invaluable resource filled with 
cultural information that must be in the hands of any business per-
son or educator" (Don Blair, Sarasota, FL). “The glossary is an edu-
cation in itself  and could easily be incorporated into a college 
course” (Vincent Ingala, Wolcott, CT). 

        Cost: $54.99 
Order from the Authorhouse.com  bookstore or from the author: palls@verizon.net 

This Newsletter is being 
brought to you through the 
efforts of the Editor and 
Ms. Kalliope Halkias. 
 

Editor: Dr. Byron P. Palls. 
 

Individual contributors 
have been duly acknowl-
edged. Please send news 
and other items of interest 
for possible inclusion in 
this Newsletter directly to 
the editor at: 
 

bpalls@verizon.net 


